St. Albert the Great, pray for us.
November 15, 2019

A.M.D.G.
Saint Albert the Great
November 15, 2019

The month of Giving Thanks
November belongs to the saints, who remind us to give thanks for the abundant blessings in our lives. It is
possible to give thanks for the saints all year long as we celebrate their feast days.
November also has the national holiday of “Thanksgiving,” observed on the last Thursday of the month.
When we think of the origin of this holiday what comes to mind? Is it the pilgrims and the Indians? Plymouth
Rock? Was it a religious celebration where all give thanks to God? We’ve all heard the stories, but what is
the truth?
The real first Thanksgiving celebration in America happened in Texas. After a brutal journey northward
through the desert, Juan Ornate reached the Rio Grande River, and he was overwhelmed with gratitude for
the water! On April 30, 1598 (twenty-two years before the Pilgrims arrived in America), Ornate invited the
native people to feast with him. And, yes, there was a Holy Mass celebrated. Perhaps, while still honoring the
sacrifices made by the pilgrims who fled England for religious freedom, we can incorporate the story of the
true first Thanksgiving into our family traditions.
And these traditions are incredibly important. Thanksgiving to God the Creator is considered by many to be
the highest form of praise—it places us, the created, in proper relationship with God. We are so blessed to be
His creation! An increase in gratitude and thanksgiving is also valuable in that it diminishes the vice of pride
by generating an authentic humility, as the grateful person knows his place in creation.
It is well known that Pope Saint John Paul II went to confession every week to reduce the sin of pride and
intensify the virtue of humility. And if he needed it, how much more do we?
Thanksgiving is also a time to realize that all our property is really on loan from God—everything we have
truly belongs to Him. At dismissal prayer, I have often told the students, “If you can only have tomorrow, the
things you thank God for today – what would you have or what would be missing? Think about it!
I am very thankful for all of the Ville de Marie Community and for the position I have, because I am allowed
to serve with so many people of the highest quality.
Be Thankful and grateful today,
Daniel Ethridge
Headmaster, Ville de Marie Academy

Please Remember in Prayer…...
•

For the Faculty, Board of Trustees, Families, Students, and Benefactors of Ville de Marie, we
pray to the Lord.

•

For all those who are sick and suffering, especially: Gabriela Arriola, Lilia Underwood (Mrs.
Barriga’s sister), Bernadette Rosado (Daigles’ grandmother), Reid Gleeson (Mrs. Hudson’s
cousin), Judy McDonough, Shirley Davis (Bouchard’s grandmother) and Geraldine Renner
(Ushers’grandmother) we pray to the Lord.

•

For the Holy Intention of Pope Francis: “That a spirit of dialogue, encounter, and reconciliation
emerge in the Near East, where diverse religious communities share their lives together.”

Dedicated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary

First Saturday Schoolwide Mass and Prayers to end abortion
Please join us the first Saturday of each month for 8am Mass at
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
2121 S. Rural Road
Tempe, AZ 85282
and on to
Pray the Rosary at
Planned Parenthood
1837 E. Baseline Road
Tempe, AZ
Dates: 12/7, 2/1, 3/7, 4/4, and 5/2

CHARITY
VIRTUE FOR YEAR
“Where there is charity and wisdom, there is neither fear nor ignorance”
- - St. Francis of Assisi

Calendar of VdM Events
NOVEMBER
21
27
28/29

Hope Breakfast
Early Release - Noon Dismissal
THANKSGIVING BREAK - NO SCHOOL

Wednesday, November 20
Taco Bell

DECEMBER
6
9
16-18
19
20

First Friday - Noon Dismissal
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary - NO SCHOOL
Semester Exams - Noon Release
Christmas Pageant 6:30—TBD
NO SCHOOL

Wednesday, December 4
Papa John’s Pizza
Wednesday, December 11
Raising Cane’s

**December 23– January 3 Christmas Break**

Chapel Flower Schedule

JANUARY

Bring (2) fresh flower bundles to the office or
in the morning car line. Thank you.

6
7
20
23
31

School resumes
3 Kings Name Drawing
Martin Luther King Day - NO SCHOOL
Parent Meeting - 6:30 p.m. Church Hall
Honor Roll Assembly after Mass
Progress Reports go home

FEBRUARY
7
17
21
25
26
28

First Friday - Noon Dismissal
President’s Day - NO SCHOOL
JOG-A-THON - Noon Release
Mardi Gras Celebration
ASH WEDNEDAY
Stations of the Cross

MARCH
6
12
13
19
20
23-26
27

First Friday - Noon Dismissal
Stations of the Cross
Report Cards go home
Early Release - Noon Dismissal
Parent/Teacher Conferences
NO SCHOOL
Parent/Teacher Conferences
St. Joseph Spirit Day - Noon Dismissal
NO SCHOOL
IOWA Testing - grades 1-8 only
Stations of the Cross
33-Day Consecration/Re-Consecration
Begins

First Monday of the Month:
18 Nov
25 Nov

Amy Baska
Amy Baska

02 Dec
10 Dec
16 Dec

Montse Anderson
Dianne Phelan
Dianne Phelan

06 Jan
13 Jan
21 Jan
27 Jan

Charlie Neal
Charlie Neal
Charlie Neal
Charlie Neal

03 Feb
10 Feb
18 Feb

Montse Anderson
Montse Anderson
Montse Anderson

20 Mar
27 Mar

Kara McIntee
Kara McIntee

04 May
11 May
18 May

Charlie Neal
Charlie Neal
Charlie Neal

IMPORTANT…..
15th Annual “Tomorrow’s Hope for Today”
Fundraising Breakfast

Dear Parents and Faculty,
Please read the following information carefully regarding the fundraising breakfast scheduled for Thursday, November 21, 2019.
Students arrive at hotel at 7:00am for check in – Pavilion (east end of the property-enter at Lincoln drive entrance).
Coffee and registration: 7:30am-7:45am
Ballroom doors open: 7:45am
Breakfast/presentation: 7:50am-9:00am
Students depart for VdM by bus: 9:30am
Parents should drop off their children at the Hilton Scottsdale Resort and Villas (6333 N. Scottsdale Road, Scottsdale 85250)
no later than 7:00am and check them in at the Pavilion (east end of property). Teachers and volunteer parents will be there to
greet you with their early morning smiles. Please park in the south parking area.
Very Important: Please be sure your child/children eat a good healthy breakfast prior to arriving. We will provide a light snack
when they return to the school. It is not necessary to pack a lunch for Thursday, November 21. Lunch will be provided for the
students when they return to school after the breakfast. Children will be transported back to the school by bus. Please note: there
will be no assigned homework on November 20, so students should leave their backpacks at school.
Children are to arrive in full dress Mass uniforms. This includes:
Ironed white Oxford
School tie
Uniform skirt/jumper for girls (Note: skirts/jumpers must be below the knee)
Ironed uniform pants for the boys
Polished shoes
Neatly combed and trimmed hair (think school picture day!)
Girls must wear navy-blue knee-high socks (no white socks or blue tights, please)
No school sweaters should be worn
After school pick up is at 3:15pm on Thursday, November 21 (at VdM) per normal procedures.
Please let us know if you have ANY questions. We want to be sure you have all the information you need.
Thank you,
Jolie Hudson
***IF YOU HAVE EXTRA TIES, PLEASE BRING ALONG, IN THE EVENT THAT STUDENTS MAY NEED TO BORROW***

VOLUNTEER REQUIREMENTS
We appreciate the help of all our parents in fulfilling the service hour requirement. We ask that all volunteers be certified through the Diocese of Phoenix Safe Environment Program. Effective July 1, 2019, a
new database for training and background check was rolled out. Volunteers that have already received
this training are also required to renew it annually through this new website:
http://www.phoenix.cmgconnect.org
For those volunteers who have not taken this training and want to volunteer, please go through this training
in your own (Diocese of Phoenix) parishes.

Calling on all teachers and parents that take any pictures, especially at sporting events
or field trips, to send them to me. Even pictures taken on phones are great!
You can email them or even just text them to Emily.
emilykburch@yahoo.com or (602) 595-7998.
Thanks!

Frassati Club Pictures...

We had a great turn out for our 4th annual “A” Mountain Hike! Close to 50 VDM students and parents prayed a rosary at the top
of the mountain and enjoyed delicious ice cream sandwiches after!

Back by popular demand…..
VDM decals for sale in the office for $1.00

WAYS TO EARN $$$ FOR VDM

VDM NOW RECEIVING DONATIONS
FROM AMAZON SMILE
Ville de Marie will receive .5%
of all eligible purchases automatically!

Benefit Mobile App!

Benefit is a FREE iPhone and Android app that
allows you to shop at places like Target,
Starbucks, Amazon, Walmart and many more,
while giving up to 20% of every transaction back
to Ville de Marie. Benefit Mobile allows you to
purchase electronic SCRIP cards instantly from
your phone. It’s racing funds without Fundraising! Download the app(Benefit Mobile) and select Ville de Marie Academy (our zip is 85257)
as your chosen beneficiary to start giving today.
Link your checking or debit/credit card (checking
accounts earn 1-3% more!) Linking your
checking account may take 1-2 days, so plan
ahead! For more information go to
www.benefit-mobile.com.

Don’t Forget to Buy
Scrip!

Please submit your special orders with
payment by Monday to the school
office to receive your SCRIP order on
Friday.
Order forms available on our
website or in the school office.

Earn $$ for Ville de Marie
By shopping at Fry’s and linking your Fry’s card to the Ville de
Marie account, we can earn up to $2000.
If you have never Registered your Fry’s card, you may do so at:
ww.fryscommunityrewards.com.
Follow the prompts under “Create an Account” and select Ville
de Marie (#AJ255) under
“Community Rewards”. If you already have a Fry’s account set
up, log in and under “Account Settings” select Ville de Marie
under “Community Rewards”.
Any questions contact Mrs. Washburn in the Office.
NEW FAMILIES PLEASE REGISTER YOUR FRY’S
CARD TO PARTICIPATE IN THE
FRY’S COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM

In the market for a new Mattress,
use Tuft and Needle!
Tuft and Needle will give 25%
to Ville de Marie from all sales.
Tell your family and friends.

Use this link https://www.tuftandneedle.com
to order your mattress and VdM will receive 25% back
from all sales generated through this link.

