
     St. Colette, pray for us.                                                    

February 7, 2020 

 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
A.M.D.G. 
February 8, 2020 
Feast of Saint Colette 
 
Why Classical Education? 
 
By the time John Dewey’s early-20th century progressive and pragmatic revolution in education had done its 
work, the once-common classical model of education was largely abandoned. The schools who still use this 
model (or have returned to it) are in the minority. Yet, ever since Dewey’s demolition, there have been  
defenders who have loved and preserved the old and well-trodden ways.  
 
C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien were two of the most prominent and influential champions of a coherent and 
classical vision of education. Rather than filling student’s heads with information, they held, education is 
meant to inform the whole person, including his or her virtue. With Aristotle, they knew that the purpose of 
true education is to produce a good man and a good citizen—the “good man” here meaning one of good 
taste and good feeling, the interesting and interested man.  
 
Lewis and Tolkien were genuinely free thinkers of their time, in large part because of the education they  
received. Students of such “Chestertonian” capability and magnanimity are what we strive to create as well. 
Facts are important, to be sure. But more important than the ability to merely recall facts is the ability to 
think for oneself. More important still is the ability to live the “good life”—the life of virtue and excellence. 
Goodness, truth, and beauty are ideals, to be sure, but they are also real. Indeed, we are called to make them 
real in our choices and efforts, and to grow in our capability to do so through striving for excellence.  
 
One of the visiting college speakers this week told the high school students that only one in four people in 
the work force is actually working in the area in which she earned her college degree. We try to give the  
students the ability to think in and out of the box so that they can thrive wherever God places them. If we are 
to prepare students to be the man or woman that God wants them to be, then we should continue to work on 
freeing their minds to be able to accept whatever profession and vocation God has in store for them.  
 
The ultimate goal is to become a saint, after all! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Daniel Ethridge 
Headmaster, Ville de Marie Academy  



                                 
 

 
 

• For the Faculty, Board of Trustees, Families, Students, and Benefactors of Ville de Marie, we   
        pray to the Lord. 
 

• For all those who are sick and suffering, especially: Mrs. Barriga’s sister, Lilia Underwood; the  
       Daigles’ grandmother, Bernadette Rosado; for Mrs. Hudson’s cousin Reid Gleeson (3 years old)  
       with medulloblastoma; for Judy McDonough; for the Bouchards’ grandmother, Shirley Davis; for  
       the Ushers’ grandmother,  Geraldine Renner; for the Williams’ grandmother, Lucy Ahn; for  
       Aubrey Knoell’s mom, Kaylene Knoell’s complete restoration to health; for Nora Falvey to  
       recover quickly from her tonsillectomy; for the Matthews’s Aunt Pauline with Krones disease;  
       for Ms. Mendoza’s grandmother to recover from a heart attack; for the McIntee’s grandfather,   
       Richard Mack, who had a severe fall; for Ms. DeBates cousin, Andrew (21 years old) who has  
       cancer; for Gabriela Arriola to walk this semester; for Sam Fowler’s small aneurisms to        
       completely go away and for the relocation to be smooth; for Maren Wilmowski’s broken ankle to  
       heal; for Thomas Koska’s cancer to go into remission; and for all of the mothers with little ones  
       inside and outside the womb in the VdM community, we pray to the Lord.     
 

• For the Holy Intention of Pope Francis:  “We pray that the cries of our migrant brothers and  
       sisters, victims of criminal trafficking, may be heard and considered.” 
         

Please Remember in Prayer…... 

Dedicated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

CHARITY 
VIRTUE FOR YEAR 

 
 

“At the end of our life, we shall all 
be judged by charity.” 

 
- - St. John of the Cross 

 
 
 
 

First Saturday Schoolwide Mass and 
Prayers to end abortion 

Please join us the first Saturday of each month for 
8am Mass at  

 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 

2121 S. Rural Road 
Tempe, AZ 85282 

and on to 
Pray the Rosary at 

Planned Parenthood 
1837 E. Baseline Road 

Tempe, AZ 
 

Dates:  3/7, 4/4, and 5/2 

 
 

Calendar Update!!! 
 
 

Please take note… 

Friday, February 21, 2020  
is a FULL day of school 



Chapel Flower Schedule 
 
Bring (2) fresh flower bundles to the office or in the 
morning car line.  Thank you. 
 
First Monday of the Month: 
 
10 Feb  Montse Anderson 
18 Feb  Montse Anderson 
 
20 Mar  Kara McIntee 
27 Mar  Kara McIntee  
 
04 May  Charlie Neal 
11 May  Charlie Neal 
18 May  Charlie Neal 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Wednesday, February 12 

Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers 
 

Wednesday, February 19 
In N Out 

 
Wednesday, February 26 

Papa John’s Pizza 

 

Calendar of VdM Events 

 

FEBRUARY 
 

14 Jog A Thon - Noon Dismissal 
17  President’s Day - NO SCHOOL 
21  FULL SCHOOL DAY 
25  Mardi Gras Celebration 
26  ASH WEDNEDAY 
27  Parent Meeting 6:30-8:30pm 
28  Stations of the Cross 
 

MARCH 
 

6  First Friday - Noon Dismissal 
 Stations of the Cross 
 Report Cards go home 
12  Early Release - Noon Dismissal 
 Parent/Teacher Conferences 
13  NO SCHOOL  
 Parent/Teacher Conferences 
19  St. Joseph Spirit Day - Noon Dismissal 
20  NO SCHOOL 
23-26 IOWA Testing - grades 1-8 only 
27  Stations of the Cross 
 33-Day Consecration/Re-Consecration  
 Begins 
 

APRIL 
 

3  First Friday - Noon Dismissal 
8  Early Release - Noon Dismissal 
 ALL SCHOOL ROSARY 
9 & 10 NO SCHOOL - EASTER BREAK 
 

 
 
 
 
 

**April 9-April 17 Easter Break** 
 
24 Lower School Speech Masterpiece -  
 9:30-11:30 Church Hall 

 

MAY 
 
1  First Friday - Noon Dismissal 
 May Crowning 
18-20 Final Exams - Noon Dismissal 
21  Last day of School - 9:30 start 
 10:00 Award Ceremony 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Please plan to attend an important 

Parent Meeting  
Thursday, February 27, 2020 

6:30-8:30pm 
(in the church hall) 







VOLUNTEER REQUIREMENTS 

We appreciate the help of all our parents in fulfilling the service hour requirement. We ask that all volun-
teers be certified through the Diocese of Phoenix Safe Environment Program.  Effective July 1, 2019, a 
new database for training and background check was rolled out. Volunteers that have already received 
this training are also required to renew it annually through this new website:  

http://www.phoenix.cmgconnect.org  

For those  volunteers who have not taken this training and want to volunteer, please go through this training 
in your own (Diocese of Phoenix) parishes.  

 
Calling on all teachers and parents that take any pictures, especially at sporting events 
or field trips, to send them to me.  Even pictures taken on phones are great!   
You can email them or even just text them to Emily.   
emilykburch@yahoo.com or (602) 595-7998.   
Thanks! 

Back by popular demand….. 
VDM decals for sale in the office for $1.00 

 
ARRIVAL IN THE MORNING 

 
 
Please remember that your child is considered 
tardy if they arrive after 7:45 a.m. If you arrive 
after that time students must come through the 
office, drop off their backpacks and go over to 
Mass.  As stated in the Parent/Student 
Handbook—"Students who are tardy three or 
more times in a semester will receive an 
automatic lunch detention.”  Please make 
every effort to deliver your students to school 
on time. 



WAYS TO EARN $$$ FOR VDM 

VDM NOW RECEIVING DONATIONS 
FROM AMAZON SMILE 

Ville de Marie will receive .5% 
of all eligible purchases automatically! 

Don’t Forget to Buy 
Scrip! 

 Please submit your special orders with 
payment by Monday to the school  

office to receive your SCRIP order on 
Friday. 

Order forms available on our            
website or in the school office. 

Benefit Mobile App! 
Benefit is a FREE iPhone and Android app that 
allows you to shop at places like Target,  
Starbucks, Amazon, Walmart and many more, 
while giving up to 20% of every transaction back 
to Ville de Marie. Benefit Mobile allows you to 
purchase electronic SCRIP cards instantly from 
your phone. It’s racing funds without Fundrais-
ing!   Download the app(Benefit Mobile) and se-
lect Ville de Marie Academy (our zip is 85257) 
as your chosen beneficiary to start giving today.  
Link your checking or debit/credit card (checking 
accounts earn  1-3% more!)  Linking your  
checking account may take 1-2 days, so plan 
ahead!  For more information go to 
 www.benefit-mobile.com. 

 
                                                
  

 
Earn $$ for Ville de Marie 

 
 By shopping at Fry’s and linking your Fry’s card to the Ville de 

Marie account, we can earn up to $2000.     
 If you have never  Registered your Fry’s card, you may do so at:  

ww.fryscommunityrewards.com.   
Follow the prompts under  “Create an Account” and select Ville 

de Marie (#AJ255) under  
 “Community  Rewards”.  If you already have a Fry’s account set 

up, log in and under “Account Settings” select Ville de Marie 
under  “Community Rewards”.    

Any questions contact Mrs. Washburn in the Office. 
NEW FAMILIES PLEASE REGISTER YOUR FRY’S 

CARD TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 

FRY’S COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM   

 
 

In the market for a new Mattress, 
use Tuft and Needle!  
Tuft and Needle will give 25%  

to Ville de Marie from all sales.   
Tell your family and friends.  

  
Use this link https://www.tuftandneedle.com 

to order your mattress and VdM will receive 25% back 
from all sales generated through this link. 

https://www.benefit-mobile.com/our-retailers
http://www.tuftandneedle.com/

